VISVESVARAYA

yeans. During all tins period, Sir M. Visvesvaraya woik-
ed with unswerving zeal and single-minded devotion to
increase the material resources of the State. His admi-
nistration as dewan^has resulted in important and far-
reaching developments, HI education, irrigation works,
railway communications and industries and he has laid
the foundation for a prosperous and progressive future
of the state Sir M. Visvesvaraya carries with him in
his retirement the esteem and best wishes of His High-
ness the Maharaja and all classes of his subjects."

Visvesvaraya has a pardonable partiality for Mysore.
Four-and-half years after his retirement the Mysore
government sought to invoke his help to save the
Bhadravati Iron Works, which was on the verge of a
collapse. This mother industry was started by Visves-
varaya six months prior to his retirement. His successor
who had neither the power of improvization nor the
practical instinct produced this crisis. He had really
no hostile intention towards the industry but he thought
it a good opportunity to display the arrow-flights of
his imagination. When the acuteness of the crisis
became known to the public they clamoured for
Ylsvesvaraya.

Love of Mysore and not dislike of the perverseness of
friends which is doubtless a sentiment with him that
prompted Visvesvaraya to listen to their appeal. For
six years he devoted his chief energies to the Iron Works.
It is equipped with a modern charcoal blast furnace,
pipe foundry, steel plant and a rolling mill, It protides
employment for 7,000 persons. The only blast furnace
In the east which utilizes charcoal in the reduction of
the iron ore is installed here* It has a capacity of 8&